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Our School's Capital Funding Crisis! 

 

I know we have heard this before, in fact this call for help for more capital funding for 

our schools began over 10 years ago.  Now we have 10 years of failed proposals and 5 

years of unprecedented growth ahead of us.  Our current situation is far worse than most 

people realize and with no real plan to address this crisis we are watching a train wreck 

that is happening in slow motion; a train that is carrying our kids, and a train that is 

crashing  into our renewed economy.  

 

So where do we stand right now?  Here are some numbers:  We have 84 schools, many 

over 50 years old, that require about $25M a year just to keep them operating and safe for 

our children. In the next two years, only if the legislature approves the Governor's 

proposal for bond rollover authority, we will have just $10M of bonding authority or 

$40M less that the required $50M to just maintain what we have!  That does not even 

take into account the fact that we added over 500 new (additional) students last year and 

the regional planning numbers project 61,000 new, additional residents in the next 10 

years.   

 

Then we have the portables!  I bet if we asked you how many portable classrooms we 

currently have in Washoe County you would say 20 or even 50 like I did. I doubt you 

would say 228, which is the real number.That number will grow at a cost of $300,000 per 

portable, as our schools are at or over capacity, and in half of our elementary schools 

theclassroom size exceeds the 21 student cap in the state law.  Our immediate need is 4 

new elementary or middle schools and half of a high school. In the next 10 years we need 

another 10 schools and none of that funding is in the budget!  The bond rollover 

authority, if approved by the legislature, totals just enough to cover the maintenance costs 

of our existing schools over the next 10 years.  So we are looking at over 200 more 

portables at a cost in excess of $60M, and there is no funding in the budget for portables 

either!   

 

With no funding for capital, the school district is already working on plans to rotate the 

students, some in the morning and some in the afternoon or alternating days.  Do we 

really want that?  The cost of inaction is more than a sea of portables or disruptive class 

scheduling that eliminates normal school hours and after school activities.  The cost is the 

message we send to future employers and even to our kids, that we are not willing to step 

up and invest in the very basics of education, the classroom.    

 

Let's be clear, funding for the physical school infrastructure and education funding are 

two different issues.  When ever the topic of school funding comes up it seems there is 

always some divergent argument or criticism of some aspect of public schools; school 

choice, accountability, teacher pay, incentive pay, etc.  Funding for the public education 

system is not the issue and the often instinctive response that "more money for education 

does not mean a better education" is not relevant.  When it comes to "school" funding and 

capital needs there is little doubt that more funding does mean better classrooms!   



 

There are plenty of good reasons we are in this situation, the recession, declining property 

values and the rapid growth that is associated with our rebounding economy.  However, 

this problem is not insurmountable.  For example, a temporary sales tax increaseof 1/2 

cent for 10 years would get us there, at a cost of just $1.25 a week for the average family 

of 4.  There may be other options out there but this is our problem and the time for action 

is now.  

 

  


